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ñThe Story of Raritan During World War IIò 

This Book is dedicated to those in  

Raritan who served in the  

ultimate battle of good verses evil.  

The above ñStar Boardò is shown here early in 1945. This was on Somerset Street 
where the Post Office is today.   The 852 is the number of Raritan residents that had 
joined the service in World War II.  By the end of the war, the count would be over 900.  
The priest (in black) is Father Russo of St. Annôs Church.  

By Bruce Doorly 
With historical consultants John Pacifico and Peter Vitelli 

Edited by Bob McClement 



IntroductionðRaritan 1941 
 Today the town of Raritanôs identity is defined by its World War II hero, John Basilone.  He was awarded The 
Congressional Medal of Honor at Guadalcanal and later The Navy Cross at Iwo Jima, where he died in battle.  The annual 
parade in his honor, now held for over 30 years, is the townôs premier event and has been attended by thousands over the 
years.  John Basiloneôs story is just a part of what Raritanôs World War II citizen soldiers did for their country. Raritan 
overall had an amazing war record - both on the battlefield and on the homefront. 
 During World War II, Raritan had a large percentage of their men and women serving in the military.  This was 
an Italian-American community; many who served had parents that were not born in this country but rather in Italy - a 
country who (reluctantly) was initially on the side of Nazi Germany.  These Raritan residents valued the freedom and  
opportunity that this country had given them. These freedoms and opportunities were not available in the Italy their fami-
ly had left. When called to protect their new way of life in the U.S., they did not hesitate to answer the call to duty.  
 *By the end of the war, over 900 men and women from Raritanôs population of 5000 served their country.  
Some in Raritan were so anxious to serve that they lied about their age in order to enlist.   One 14-year-old and one        
39-year-old managed to sneak into the service ï for a while at least.  
 Proudly many families  had several sons in the military. One family, the Del Rocco family, had five.  
 On the homefront, Raritan tavern owner Tony Orlando organized the sending of hundreds of morale boosting 
packages and thousands of letters to our boys overseas. He also made his local tavern a tribute to the fighting men by 
posting hundreds of pictures on the wall of our local heroes.   
 At the end of the war one Raritan soldier, Robert Krachun, served as a guard at The Nuremberg Trials where he 
appeared in a famous war photograph.  At times, he personally guarded the highest-ranking surviving Nazi ð Hermann 
Goring.  
 The small town of Raritan had 24 men make the ultimate sacrifice in World War II.  One, Rowland Koskamp, 
was a Pastor from a Raritan church.   
 Many Raritan men were awarded military honors for their service. 23 Raritan men were awarded The Bronze Star 
and 3 The Silver Star.  
 The outcome that would have resulted if we had lost this war is almost unimaginable.  Defeat would have ushered 
in a dark era of brutal oppression.   Oppressors control everything ï and severely punish any resistance.  They ruin the 
present for all but themselves and destroy all hope of a better future. But thanks to The Greatest Generation ï which was 
made up of towns like Raritan ð we avoided that terrible fate.  This book salutes the men and women who fought to 
make our way of life possible today.  
 This book puts a local focus on the war in the hope that the younger generation may be able to relate to it. A 
World War II documentary on The History Channel can be interesting, but it too often has no direct relationship to today.  
To a teenager, a story about an evil empire taking over many countries - killing millions of men, women, and children in 
the process ï probably sounds like an upcoming movie or a video game where you could fire back at the bad guys and 
rack up an impressive score.  But World War II was all so very real. The men who died lived right down the street. Some 
of the brave (now very old) men who fought can still be seen around town. The victory in the war gave todayôs younger 
generation their freedoms and standard of living.  Most (or perhaps better stated ñallò) of it is now taken for granted.     
 A quick flip through this book shows that most pages are paired-up. On the left side is the written story, which 
this author hopes you find interesting and inspiring.  On the right side are the photos and other visuals which makes this a 
good ñcoffee tableò book that can be ñflipped throughò ï (over and over, of course). The first half of the book follows a 
chronology as it tells of how the town readied for war.   The second half of the book has many ñwar storiesò that stand on 
their own with no specific sequence. 
 When looking through Raritanôs local newspaper The Raritan Valley News from the World War II years 1941-45 
much is familiar.  Some of the ads are for businesses that we know today.  The names in the articles about our boys 
fighting the war include DeCicco, Foohey, Laggini, Soriano, Salerno, and Memoli. Names that, decades later, and even 
today, play a role in the democratic government of this small patriotic town.  However these names in 1942 were not 
found working in the government, but fighting to preserve this free and democratic government. 
 Also around the town of Raritan in the 1940s could be found the names Basilone and Frelinghuysen.  Not as a 
park or a street as they are today, but as real people ð who along with the rest of the town ð were united in a fight for 
freedom against evil empires whose goal was global domination. 
 Some Raritan stores that we know today were there in the 1940s but they had a few differences. In the 1940s one 
could stop to get food at DeLuciaôs at 7 First Avenue, but it was not that great pizza from their brick oven. While they did 
use that same brick oven that they have today, it was then DeLuciaôs ñBakeryò, serving bread and other    bakery prod-
ucts.  

*   That high percentage would be close to impossible if the age ranges were evenly distributed.  But the immigration trends into Rari-

tan were such that many young people arrived here around 1910-1920 and then began large families.  By the early 1940s, a dispropor-

tionate number of men and women were in the 18-35 age range.   As stated, it was not just men who served but approximately 50 

women served as well.     
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 Like today, Raritan residents could stop in for a beer and socialize with others at 10 Anderson Street.  It was 
not called DeCiccoôs Tavern as it is today, but The Anderson Tavern, although the DeCicco family did own the tav-
ern.  Ballantine and Stagmeirs were then the most popular beers.  
  For special purchases, Tropianoôs was on Somerset Street. But it was at a different location with different 
products. There was not jewelry, but appliances.    
 Starting in 1944 the Bongiovis handled the funerals in Raritan, but they were known as The Conroy-Bongiovi 
Funeral Home.  They were not in their present location ð they were at 31 Somerset Street.  But the location was 
somewhat unimportant as the ñviewingsò of our deceased loved ones in the 1940s were held in the home. 
 In the 1940s Raritan was an Italian-American community.  Italian was spoken in many homes and was often 
heard on the streets, and, at times, even in church. The Italian immigration to America had its peak years from 1880-
1920.  Italians were looking to escape the poor economic conditions of Italy.   When they arrived in the U.S. they 
moved into communities where others Italian-Americans were living.   Raritan became one of these towns.  The    
characteristics of their communities were close family ties,  dedication to the Catholic Church, and community       
involvement.  They looked to help new Italian immigrants get established in the country by setting up aid societies.   
 These immigrants brought some of their traditions and fiestas to this country ð such as the feast of St. Rocco.  
By 1920 the Italians had become the majority in Raritan and with that majority came the votes to elect their own.   
 Locally and throughout the country, in 1941, there was a sense of optimism about the economy which had 
long suffered throughout the depression of the 1930s. Jobs were returning.  The two largest local employers were the 
Johns-Manville plant in Manville and Calco Pharmaceuticals which was on the border of Bound Brook and      
Bridgewater. Thousands of local people would work for decades at these plants.   
 Mid-year, Calco had experienced some labor trouble resulting in a twelve-day strike.  However, the strike was 
ended when the A.F.L. labor union president issued a statement that workers needed to return ñin the interests of    
national defense.ò  
 The town of Raritan seemed content with the state of things as all members of the Raritanôs then governing 
body ñThe Board of Commissionersò were running for re-election un-opposed. No one seemed to feel a need to run 
against them. 
  The local movie theatre, which had closed in the depression days of the mid-1930s, had re-opened in April.   
The local fire hall, which was also used as the municipal building, had renovations done.  A large prison cell which 
had been used for holding the occasional prisoner had been moved to the back of the building and made smaller. This 
freed-up space was converted to a conference room for the board of commissioners and an office for town clerk Nick 
Esposito.  The buildingôs interior and exterior were also painted. All windows received new shades.  This was the first 
time in 18 years that the town had the money to fix up the building.  
 A few miles away saw more social progress as the Solberg Airport opened in Readington.  It was a 370-acre 
site with two runways. 
 Unfortunately, the optimism of the economy was offset by the darkening of war clouds. The war seemed to 
get closer to Raritan and the U.S. each day.  Local boys were now being drafted as the first peacetime draft in the 
countryôs history had been put in place earlier in the year.   
 The local plants at Johns Manville and Calco Pharmaceuticals were gearing up for war production. Nationally 
the newspapers and radio news had been bombarding the public since 1938 with the ongoing war in Europe and the 
Pacific. The U.S. had just taken its first step toward war, as it had occupied Iceland to deter German expansion. The 
public seemed to take this in stride.  
 In 1941 Raritan held its 41st annual St. Rocco Celebration ð a tradition in an Italian community. The whole 
town gathered together in this.  While most people in town knew each other this event gave residents who did not 
know each other an opportunity to ñmeet their neighbor.ò The celebration started with the statue of St. Rocco being 
paraded through the streets of Raritan.  The St. Rocco Celebration was a week long event that concluded with a carni-
val held off Old York road near where Meehan Avenue and Weiss Terrace is today.  (Those streets did not exist back 
then.)   The finale was an elaborate fireworks display that started at midnight and lasted over an hour.  The attendance 
of 20,000  at the fireworks in 1941 was one of the largest they ever had.   
 
 
 
 
 
 Back in 1941, Raritan had four Italian Aid Societies. These functioned as both help for new residents that 
came from Italy and as a social clubðproviding a place to play cards on a Friday Night.  There was: 
 - La Fratellanza (The Brotherhood) Society who had their building on the corner of First Ave. and Second 
Street. (48 1st Ave)  This was for Italians from Northern Italyðthe Bologna Venice Area. 
 - Stella Dô Italia (Star of Italy) ðtheir building (which is now gone) was at 57 Anderson Street next to where 
the St. Annôs Rectory is now. This was for Italians from the Naples, Benevento area, (Neapolitans).  
 - St. Rocco Mutual Aid Society  ð they used the second floor at 23 Anderson Street. That was above the 
movie theatre. Frame Me is now in that location.  This was for Italians from the Leonia Area. 



During World War II, Raritan residents could find all the 
goods they needed within walking distance. Most families did 
not even have a car.  There were many (mom and pop)  

grocery stores, bakeries, taverns, a hardware store, depart-
ment stores, banks, funeral homes, a banquet hall, and even a 

movie theater.  Here are ads from the WWII era. 
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 - Marchigianni (People from March) Their hall was on Second Street two houses from where Espos is. This 
was for Italians from the ñMarchò area southeast of Rome.  
 Raritan was a close-knit town with dozens of guys named Tony and Frank. So it was ripe for nicknames.  
Around town could be found John ñSonnyò Tozzi, James ñShortyò Stramaglia, Tony ñLemon Iceò DôAmato, Vincent 
ñTottiò Gattone, Alphonse ñMurphò Stabile, Albert ñChickyò Laggini, (and this authorôs favorite) Frank ñPeppers & 
Eggsò Papera, and Arthur ñLuckyò Tropiano, The owner of the gas station on Somerset Street was Angelo 
ñMoonBeamò Sena.  Even some of the women had nicknames such as Louise ñLu-Luò De Luca.  
 It was a town relatively free of crime. Most people did not even lock their doors when they went out.   Some of 
this could be attributed to colorful Police Chief Lorenzo Rossi.   His nickname was ñRenziò. He was a police officer of 
his era who had his own brand of justice which locals called ñRenziôs Lawò.  Residents credit him with making Raritan 
a safe place to live.  He set any potential juvenile delinquents on the right path through his strong-arm tactics.  

This was an era were kids spent good portions of the day outside unsupervised, so the opportunity for trouble 
was always present.  But since they knew that they would have to deal with Police Chief Rossi, those troublemakers 
thought twice. John Pacifico recalled  
 ñIf a kid or kids did something bad and a resident complained Chief Rossi was then summoned.  On the spot he would 
assess the situation with the deviants and the witnesses and either bring the kid to their parents or give the troublemak-
er a stern warning not to do it again.  Seldom was any teenager arrested or taken to court at a later date.  The issue 
was dealt with on the spot.  And sometimes that meant literally a swift kick in the butt which was acceptable back 
then.ò 
 
     The parents liked Rossi ð they were very appreciative of him.  In the old days, after Rossi brought the kid home, 
the parents would often then deliver their own punishment and that sometimes meant that junior might have trouble 
sitting for the next few days.    
 Raritanôs Peter Vitelli, who grew up in the Rossi era, recalled  

ñLorenzo Rossi ruled with an iron hand, but not for personal gain. He cared about the people, especially the 
kids. He was beloved by the people and well-respected.ò   
 In the close-knit Italian-American community of Raritan, people looked after one another.  A good example of 
this was seen in March of 1943 when a man tried to rob Zaninelliôs Store on Somerset Street.  Staffing the store alone 
that day was 21-year-old Rose Zaninelli, the ownerôs daughter. The would-be-robber foolishly calculated that this 
young woman would be an easy target. He came to the counter and demanded all of the money in the cash register. 
Rose, well prepared, took out a hammer which she banged hard against the wall. The would be robber was so startled  
that he forgot all about the cash register and ran as fast as he could out of the store. Ray Soriano, the grocer next door, 
quickly came to Zaninellis to see what was the matter. When told of the robbery attempt, Ray ran out the store and 
managed to catch the robber and hold him for the Police. When the local newspaper asked Rose how the robbery end-
ed, she said ñMr. Soriano gave the man an awful beating.ò  When asked for his version of the story, Ray Soriano simp-
ly said he didnôt want any publicity and let it go at that.  
 Raritan was a self-contained town. Almost all of the goods and services one needed could be found within 
walking distanceðand these goods and services were provided by businesses owned by the local residents.  There were 
grocery stores, department stores, banks, a banquet hall and even a movie theatre. 
 Many in Raritan were related.  For some the family ties had its origin back in Italy.  For others it was thru mar-
riage between two Raritan residentsðthat happened quite often.   Therefore many people had several cousins and in-
laws in town.   If you lived in Raritan back then you were related to many other people in town. As for the people you 
were not related toðafter the next wedding you just might be related.  
 
* Lorenzo ñRenziò Rossi joined the force in 1923 and became Chief in in 1937 ð  a position he would hold for the 
next 30 years.    



Around Town in the 1940s 

The Hudak grocery was one of many 
 ñMom and Popò grocery stores in Raritan. 

ñMoonbeamò Sena owned this gas station on  
Somerset Street. The Shell Station is there today. 

Raritanôs Candy Kitchen had a small fire in this 
1940s picture. Noteðthe post office was next door 
to it.  A hair place and shoe repair are there today. 

Joe Pinto with his delivery truck for  
The Raritan Liquor Store. 

Carlinoôs had ice cream, soda, and comic books. 

This photo is of a patriotic parade on  
Somerset Street.  The Raritan Woolen Mills 

can be seen in the background.   
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The Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor stuns the U.S. 
 December 7th, 1941 was a clear, sunny, yet cold afternoon in Raritan, New Jersey. The previous 
dayôs weather was unseasonably warm, in the 50s, but on this Sunday, winter had begun. It would be a 
high of just 34 degrees ð seven degrees lower than the usual average temperature. That morning in the 
small patriotic town of Raritan many would attend church. The Church of St. Ann held 4 masses. St. 
Bernard's Church held three.  
 On that day playing at Raritanôs local movie theatre, The Raritan Playhouse, which was on   An-
derson Street, was Life Begins for Andy Hardy. It featured two young stars of the era ð Mickey 
Rooney and Judy Garland. The other local movie theatre back in 1941 was The Cort Theatre in      
Somervilleðwhich was located across from the court house. That afternoon at The Cort Theatre  Clark 
Gable and Lana Turner starred in the movie Honky Tonk.  Nationally, Disneyôs Dumbo, was the most 
popular movie of the day.  The top song of the week was by the top band of the era. It was 
ñChattanooga Choo Chooò by the Glenn Miller Orchestra. That Sunday was the final day of the        
National Football Leagueôs regular season. 
 Those reading The New York Times on Sunday morning of December 7th, 1941, saw the possi-
bility of war right on the front page. The top headline read ñRoosevelt Appeals to Hirohito.ò (Hirohito 
was the Emperor of Japan.)  Also on the front page was another article giving false reassurance to the 
American people. The headline read ñNavy is Superior to Any, Says Knoxò. This article was about a 
newly-released Navy report from Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox. It stated. ñI am proud to report 
that the American people may feel fully confident in their Navy. In my opinion, the loyalty, morale, and 
technical ability of the personnel are without superior.ò  
 Others who read the local paper The Somerset Messenger Gazette that Friday, Dec 5th, may 
have read an editorial that stated that we may be at war with Japan in a few days.  

SMG Editorial    Dec. 5th, 1941 ð The Prospect of War 
The attitude of the people of the United States, in regard to the war with Japan, is truly amazing. It is readily admitted by  
almost everyone that we might be at war with Japan within a few days. There is as much as a 50-50 chance. Yet no one 
seems to give it a second thought. There is Christmas shopping to be done. We are confident that our Navy is strong enough 
to keep the Japanese occupied in foreign waters. The greatest and most tragic mistake made by happy people, however have 
been to decide that wars would be short and easy. ... Japan looks like a soft touch now, but we wonder how things will seem 
a year from now if we are involved in a war.  

 

 Raritan Residents Recall The Day of Infamy 
 On December 7th, 1941 Raritan residents were attending to their usual Sunday routine. Many, 
after going to church, settled in with family or went to the movies. Anyone old enough to remember can 
recall where they were when they heard the news that the Japanese had attacked the U.S. at Pearl     
Harbor.  

Ann Navatto recalled that that Sunday had started out like most Sundays.  Their home at 4 W. 
Somerset Street (where she still lives today) was the hub of the family.  As was often the case, friends 
and family were over playing cards.  The radio was on when they heard the announcement about the 
Japanese bombing the U.S. at Pearl Harborða place they were not familiar with.  So they pulled out 
some maps to see where Pearl Harbor was. Most of those present sat in bewilderment, but Ann remem-
bers her mother was hysterical.  Home that afternoon was her brother, Albert, who was already in the 
army.  He was due to return to the base at McGuire later that night.  But he quickly contacted his fellow 
army buddy who was due to drive them back that night and they agreed to return to the base immediate-
ly.  
 James Sorace, who would later own the J&J Barbershop on Somerset Street in Raritan, was 17. 
He went to New York City to see The Woody Herman Orchestra at The Strand Theatre. In the middle 
of the concert, the music stopped and an announcer said that the U.S had just been attacked by the    
Japanese at Pearl Harborðand that sailors from a Navy ship that was docked in the New York Harbor 
would need to report back to their ship immediately. The band then resumed playing to the stunned 
crowd.  



Dec 7th, 1941ðPearl Harbor Day 
 Raritan Residents Recall The Day of Infamy  

At 2:30 PM the radio networks broke the news to the stunned American homefront.  

Remembers that the 
ñday of infamyò started 
off as a nice Sunday 
afternoon with family. 

The DeCicco family knew  
exactly where  Pearl Harbor was   
as their son Michael DeCicco 
was stationed there. 

Was at a big band concert 
in New York City. The 
concert was interrupted and 
an announcer informed the 
crowd of the attack.  All 
military men present were 
told to go back to their 
base. 

James Sorace Ann Navatto 

Like many Americans, the 
Hudak family, which was 
gathered together that 
Sunday, wondered where 
Pearl Harbor was. 

Tony Hudak Anthony DeCicco 

Somerset Messenger Gazette  
 Editorial -Dec 9th, 1941 
War With Japan   

 It is doubtful if Japan could have begun 
her war with the United States in a way better  
designed to arouse and unite our people. This   
announced brutal attack on a territory of the    
United States decided for us the course we must 
adoptðheavy, effective retribution at a favorable 
time. We expected nothing better from a member 
of the Axis. Whatever advantage they may have 
been gained from this partial surprise will be lost 
in the fury of the reaction in America. We have 
been plunged into war é we must hit and hit hard, 
with everything we have. 

Somerset Messenger Gazette  
EditorialðDec 19th, 1941 

One Good Thing  
 Most of us have taken our country for granted during the past 20 
years or so. Many millions of us have gotten around to a point where we  
wonder what our country is going to do for us next, rather than what we are 
going to do for our country. Organized labor, the unemployed, farmers,     
veterans, and others have many reasons why the United States should extend a 
hand towards them. 
 But now most of us are on the giving end. Our recruiting stations 
have been swamped since Pearl Harbor. Thousands of us are giving an      
impressive amount of time to spotting airplanes, fire and police reserves are 
being trained. Air raid wardens are being organized. Auxiliary nursing ser-
vices are being formed.  America is swinging into action. There are not many 
good sides to war, but this is one of them. 

The Somerset Messenger Gazette editorials during the World War II years were written by 
 President  C. Palmer Bateman and Editors  G. Wallace Conover and  C. Stewart Hoagland. 
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 On the Battlefront at Pearl Harbor serving in the Navy on Sunday December 7th, 1941, was Raritanôs      
Michael DeCicco. His ship was The Helenaða Navy Destroyer which was docked at what was called the ñ1010 
Harborò. It was across from ñbattleship rowò ð where the US Navyôs largest battleships were docked.  It was 7:55 
AM.  

Michael DeCicco was setting up chairs for a church service on the deck of his ship. He observed many 
planes approaching at an unusually low attitude. As they came close by, he saw a red circle on the side of each air-
craft. This symbol was unmistakably ñThe Rising Sunò which belonged to Japan. He immediately realized what 
this meant. Within three minutes of the first Japanese bomb exploding, the attack came his way. One enemy plane 
released a torpedo aimed at The Oglala, an old mine layer, that was docked in front of The Helena. Most ships 
were docked two-deep at Pearl Harbor. The torpedo went under the bottom of the smaller Oglala and hit the engine 
room of The Helena, killing 20 engineers and electricians. One engine room and one boiler room were flooded. 
Some wiring was severedðcutting power to some of the guns. The sailors immediately responded by closing the 
watertight doors and hatches throughout the flooded areas. This kept the ship afloat. An additional generator was 
started and power was soon restored to all guns. The debris that broke apart from the two ships now covered the 
dock. But quickly Michael DeCicco and the other crew members started to fight back, firing the anti-aircraft guns 
at the Japanese planes. Michael helped to ready the ammunition that was being fired at the attacking aircraft. The 
attacking enemy aircraft fired back, inflicting more casualties on The Helena sailors. Michael saw one man that 
was running to his battle-station blown to pieces by shrapnel from a bomb. Several Japanese planes flew toward 
The Helena, but when they saw the intense anti-aircraft fire many of the planes turned away.  One plane did come 
within several feet of the ship. Michael Decicco recalled ñOne of the planes swooped down so close and a little 
yellow belly leaned over the cockpit and grinned at us.ò  

There were many challenges during the battle. The initial torpedo blast on The Helena was so great that it 
burst the seams of the ship next to it, The Oglala. Thus, that ship started listing heavily and her signal flags 
drooped over The Helenaôs bridge. Sailors responded by getting a tug boat to clear the listing ship away so it 
would not interfere with the anti-aircraft fire.  
 The Helena would shoot down at least one Japanese plane and perhaps as many as three. In the confusion 
of battle it is hard to determine exactly which ship fired which shot. Michael summed up the battle ñIf weôd only 
had a couple of minutes notice we could have done a lot better. They caught us with our pants down.ò  Even 
though they were surprised, the sailors fought well.  They would be later commended by Navy Secretary, Frank 
Knox who felt their intense and immediate counterattack saved a battleship. While the attack lasted just under 2 
hours, the sailors at Pearl Harbor would stay on watch all evening and through the night. But the Japanese never 
returned.  Their planes had withdrawn to their aircraft carriers. While the Japanese were ðat the moment ð the 
proud winners of the surprise attack, by the end of the war, every Japanese ship that participated in the Pearl     
Harbor attack would be sent to the bottom of the ocean. The Helena was soon repaired and the crew along with 
Raritanôs Michael DeCicco would return to battle the Japanese again at Guadalcanal and other battles.  

 

 Former Raritan Councilman and Mayor Anthony Hudak recalled that after attending church at St. Joes his 
family went to his grandparentôs house at 91 W. Somerset Street. Many aunts and uncles also attended this tradi-
tional Sunday afternoon family get-together. While listening to the radio that afternoon, a special bulletin inter-
rupted to announce that the U.S. had been attacked by the Japanese at Pearl Harbor. Since some initial news bulle-
tins did not say Hawaii, there was confusion and debate among the family. They, like many in the U.S., were won-
dering, where (and what) is Pearl Harbor? As more radio reports came in the next hour, it was learned that Pearl 
Harbor was a naval base in Hawaii.  
 At 10 Anderson Street in Raritan, where the DeCiccos lived, there was no doubt about where and what 
Pearl Harbor was for their son Michael was stationed at Pearl Harbor. He was enlisted in the Navy, serving aboard 
The Helena which was then docked at Pearl Harbor. A 7-year-old Anthony DeCicco, who would later serve as 
Raritanôs Mayor, recalled his mother and his two sisters crying as the ongoing radio reports were bringing to light 
the gravity of the losses that the U.S. had suffered. The fate of Michael was unknown and would not be known for 
days.    



Raritanôs Michael DeCicco was at Pearl Harbor on  
Dec. 7th, 1941.  He help fight off the Japanese attack. 

Even before the U.S. entered the war, many Raritan guys were in the military. 
This picture was taken in Honolulu, Hawaii in April of 1941. The five Raritan guys are: 
L to R, Jimmie Tozzi, B. Paliani, Michael DeCicco, William Hratko, & Joe DiMaggio. 11 


