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There are
no known photos
or articles

available

World War Il

Rocco DeMelio

64 Thompson St.

World War Il

John Basilone

113 First Ave.

Tony Carnevale
Peter Kaushoffer
John Kline
Andrew Kollar
Peter Leibig
Sante Moretti
Felice Petrocelli
Angelo Simonitti

Two Raritan Men Are Missing
From Sunken Troopshi

i, Both 29,

Were Bound Overseas with Amy Alr Force:
Somerset Messenger Gazette— May 47, 1944

RARITAN - Two Rafitan solders, both attached to the Army
i Forces, have been missingsince Aprll 20" in the Mediterranean ares,
accordling to offical sdvice from the War Department thatwss sent to
thelr familes. They are:

Corporal Roczo Delelio, 29, son of Mr, and Mrs. Angelo.
Delvillo, 64 Thempson Street

Corporal Racen Scerpan, 23, sen of Mirs. Miched Scarport
and the late Daniel Scarponi, 33 Frelinghuysen Avenus.

Offiial netices that the soldiers were casuafies came on
Sunclay, It wes believed that both might have been aboard the anspor:

2

day corfirmed the fear that they were cboard the ship.

The lastletters receivedfrom both were witter i this coun-
try, one from Corporal DeMelo being received on April 1 and that of
Eotgotl Smprdon Aok 4

Corporal Delelo, an aerial gnner n the ArrForces, had
ey 22 e el ol o e a0
time o o om-
pany, Someniile.

He has twabrothers n the service, They are Prvate Joseph
Delvelo of the Merine Corps an Private Anthersy DeMelio, an Interpret-
arvith the Amny in Sardinie

Sergeant John Basilone

Hero of Marines, Killed on Iwo Jima

Somerst VisengerGazee- Math 9, 1945
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World War Il
Domini Baldini

25 First Ave.

World War Il

Julius Dominici

11 LaGrange St..

World War Il

Philip Delorenzo

37 Anderson St..

Private Baldini is Second Raritan Soldier
Killed in Salerno Battle
‘Somerset Messenger Gazette ~ October 1943

Private Dominic Baldini was killed in action with the
infantry in Italy according to word received from his family last
‘week from the War Department. He was 24. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Caesar Baldini of 25 First Avenue, Raritan. He had been
overseas since April 1943

Dominic Baldini s the second Raritan soldier to be
Killed in the Salerno encounter.

Anative of Monte Marciano, Italy, he came to the
United Statesin 1931. He entered the service on February 18"
1942, with his buddy Philip De Lorenzo of Raritan. Dominic met
death exactly two weeks later than his buddy.

Second Wire Telling Soldier’s Death
Ends Hope Held in First Telegram

Somerset Messenger Gazelte ~ September 1944

RARITAN~ Asecond talsgram containingniews of the death
of their son n action followad a War Department message of 3 few days
earlier thathe was missing was recelved by the parents of Prvate Julius
Domirici, 20, U5, Ay of 11 La Grange Strest, The secord telegram

ame to M. and Mirs, Louis Deminici Sunday right. The soldier was killed
i France on August 3"

Dominiciwas a graduate of Somenville High School and was
employed at the Calco Chemical Division at the tine of his nducton In
May, 1943, He had been overseas since May, 1944,

Shorty before he was reportd missing, Dominic's parents
received a etrer from him, which said that he was writig “on the front
line In France from my foahole dugout withrain and artlery shells
cutting the sir and the occasions! thump of a Nazi mortar thatis tying to
slence our machine guns.”

A Mermortalass for Privare Dorminict wil be celebrated by
Anr's Church, Merb

of lacal veterans' organizatiorss willsttend with thelr colors

Raritan Private Fatally Wounded
in sicilian Action

Somase Messener Gezate- September 1344

RARTAN . s SeLore it o 37 Arderon S b med Sy

-

Heisbelievedto be somewhere intdy.His parents sad Gesper tied many e to meet i

Fratrorps

410, st Louke,atndig Rk <hosl

Late Raritan Private Remembered by Buddies
Somerset Meszenger Gazetta— by 1505
RARTAN M. s s OeLore o of 9 e S e been

brasy s, on

iy, b 35 o riment e ting o e e aon e ha o il From

Pl by i llewsoldrs.

World War Il

Carmine Crugnale

19 N. Gaston Ave.

World War Il

Charles Dougherty

53 Canal St.

World War Il

John Gentile

81 Thompson St.

Sailor from Raritan dies in

Florida Naval Hospital
Somerset Messenger Gazette - December 1944

RARITAN - Seaman Carmine Crugnale, U.S. Nawy, 18,
died Sunday in the Naval Hospital at Pensacola, Florida, from
acute nephritis. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Crugnale,
25 Gaston Avenue, and a member of St. Ann’s Church. He had
beenin the service since April. Besides his parents, he leaves two
sisters, Mrs. Minnie Cameroni of New Brunswick and Miss Alma
Crugnale, athome, and two brothers, Frederick and Joseph, both
athome.

aturday 930

o’clock from the Gaston Avenue residence and at 10 o’clock, a

Solemn High Mass will be celebrated at St. Ann's Church. Inter-

mentwill be in St. Bernards Cemetery. Hannon's Funeral Home.
charge of the arrangements.

Dougherty Presumed Lost at Sea
Raritan Vafley News — August 1945

Ten daysafter the Japanese surrendered the Navy
reported two local sailors, who served on the submarine USS.
Bullhead, are “missing in the service of their country”. They are
Charles William Dougherty, 25, ship’s cook, and Jacob Joseph
Kopf, 36, electrician’s mate.

lesreceived their telegrams Friday, the same
day that i Navy announced that the Bullhead, overdue after
leaving Australia July 31%,is presumed to be lost. The phrase
“missingin the service of his country” instead of the more usual
“missing in action” apparently reflects that the exact fate of the
submarine is notknown.

Dougherty, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles William
Dougherty of Green knoll, (formerly of Canal Streetin Raritan),
Hillsborough, in civilian life. He went into uniform three and a
half years ago, took boot camp at Newport, Rhode Island and
attended the submarine school at New London, Connecticut.

Afew months back he paricipated i one of the Nay's
most daring exploits while serving on the submarine the USS
Barb. Thisvesselstle into a heavily guzrded hidden Jap harbor

Tits. The Navy chzrzclenzed this feat as' "vmuzlly ke
sion - anaval epic:

Lieutenant Gentile is Killed
Someset Messenger Gazette- January th, 1944

RARITA~ Second Ueutenan: John Gentile A&F, o of M, anc rs
a

detas wonl Folou:
Anrauncament wss mad tody by Army officas thatthe Rartan
i

e
Leutenant Gertl, 23, was the husband of the former Ruth Siser of

Samerulle, They
Kashuile, Ternssee, whers the | cuterant was basad Wi the Amy Al Forces

Atlanticto Bases n Africs and the Maderraraan ares
‘Amant ago, sutsrant Gertla wastranferredto Wimington,

Delaware, anctsssined t ferry Mights o England by way of Canaca. He vsted s

e here Decarmber 20, O December 25, tha ay of his death he wrota o b

wastrer,
Aspesmatrtha Gerts by s st gt a Mol

ectorfer Amidsa Russo, the Rav, mmEHusMbGumgAedsx Bermardts churh,
VR TR o o R e

o o e R A
S il oy st enat e i e st A Romg
AirForces, gk
1ast o from the Cora| Gables, Florids, A2 school or mavigators,He was assgred
tokty o the Rosecrans Feld i Misscur

'at Someruil High Schcol, where he gradusted in 1936, he was an

entaringthe sarvice.

rie at home, 4nna Crel, and Rose Amoroso, ako o Rartan, anca brother
iichael s the A,
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Frank Esposito

7 Thompson St.

World War Il

Abraham Granetz

64 East Somerset St.

World War Il

Edward Harcarik

22 LaGrange St.

Frank Esposito Dies in Explosion
Somerset Messenger Gozette ~June 22nd 1944

RARITAN - Private Frank Esposito, U.S. Army, was
Kkilled in a recent explosion in the Hawaian area, according to a
telegram from the War Department received Saturday by his
parents, M. and Mrs. James Esposito of 7 Thompson Street.
Private Esposito entered service in March, 1942, and
‘wasassigned to the Infantry. He attended Raritan Schools and
atthe Calco
las Tozz, local ice and fuel dealer. His wife s the former Helen
Kovacof thisplace. e s at his parents' home with her daugh-
ter, Frances, age four and a half months.

James Esposito, a brother, is with the AAF in Arizona.

Lieutenant Granetz Dies at 34
Plainfield Courier News —1944
First Lieutenant Abraham Granetz, wha died early Sunday

ok o o ot Weshngon D waebaied Moy
tor

months.
Lisutenant Granetz was commissioned n the Dental Corps in

September 1942, He janed the army = a private on June 13, 1842 and

was taken l at Camp Miles Standish, Massachusetss last June,
Lisutenant Granetz, the san of M. and Vs, David Granetz,

was born In Rerifan In Octaber of 1902, He attended local schools and

Somenville High School. He was a high honor student at SH.S. and won a

s and

1533 e
work Py nd bia University, and
eraduated s 3 dentist He practiced dentistry In aNewavk Hospital and
opened an office 345 W. Main Street in Semevill,

He served as school dertist for Rantan and Bridgewater
Township rom September 1940 urtil goinginto the army.

e lote offcer was an accomplished voliist and a member
of the New Jersey AllState Orchestra for severalyears whie Inhigh
school, They played recials thioughost the state,

He 5 survived by his parents, two ssters, Mrs. Meyer Jackson
of Bound ook and Mrs. Reuben Lee of New York Gty; four brothers,
. Solomon Granetz of New ork ity, Reuben, Nethan, and Walter,ai
of 64E. SomersetStreet Raitan.

Seaman Harcarik Reported Missing
Somemet Messenger Guzete- August 815, 1504

RARITESI~ Seaman Exward Harcark, U.S Navy, lsreported missing

et 2
LaGrange Sreet The telegram didnot state n which theate of warne was sarving,

Johns

M
Madne Harcark, 3 horme.

e s a brother, K Feciaman nthe Navy, wha tock part n the
nvasion ef Sy and Corsica

Son’s Death Told on Victory Day

Raritan Volley News - August 1945

July 7, 1544 &

s,
by s submstine, They sent out an 505, an adansiva search wis made by the Nary,
ut o sunvors were foun

The Harcarks wra st informad by the Navy on August 2991943,
thit thelrscn was mising. Edwar s nowlstee ocially s ceadt Thiee of s

Warine
el August 25% ISt Josephs Church n Rartan.

World War Il

Francis Harcar

61 LaGrange St.

World War Il

Joseph Lamastro

47 First Ave.

P - ,:r‘,’r Lot

World War Il

Walter Jacobs

2 Railroad Ave.

Private Francis Harcar of Raritan
Killed in Action, Father is Informed

Somerset Messenger Gazette — September 1944

from the War
inforimed Jossph Harcar of 41 Ls Grange Street that his son, Frivats Fran-
s Harcar, i " He died

Africa.t he took part:

taken by plane back to a hospital

Private Horcar was 28 andwentoverseas last Aprl. He raned
i Carp Blanding, Florda, Comp Echeards, Massachusetts andin North
Caralina

On August 17, v days before he ded, the scldier virote
i perents thet he was moving up to the ront. Thatwas thelast word
heard from Him. He had been'n the Tunisia campaig previous.

Private Harcar warked at the Johrs-Manville Corparation
167, 1042, Jo-

atEaster,
the former Mss Augusta Dutka of New Brunswick,

Two other sone o the Harcars are in the service, 21.year-old
John s starfoned at Fort Worth, Texas, and Joseph, 30, at Camp Bowle,
Texas. A fourth son, Peter, passed his Selactive Service physical examing
o Tuesday and prabably wil be called within afew weeks.

ing Sailor Listed as Dead

Fortanvafey ews Noerter 1535

Farestalhas rformedis widow,

Joseph Lamstro enlsted i the Nav I Dtober o 1542, Four manths

Marshalls, Guam, Saipan, Tru, sndlthe Philppines.

e survivec b i wicaw, th farmer Al Soua of Round Brack,
ant 3 tsvosyearold son, Ronald, whor ha saw oriy once Two brothers, Pad, a
235t guars veteran, and Dokl surive,

Secretary Forrastals leterfolows:

“our husband, oseph Lamsstr, Avlon Drnance man has bee
the ofica racorcs of the Nav i the status of ‘missngin action’ss of
Novemoes 759, 1944, when the ship he was sboar, the UL, Esses was damaged
by an enemy suicds lans rar Luzon, Philonine sands.”
“Fallowing th crash of ths suiode plare nta the ship, vere g
the vessl,

PR, e el e s s
view of e o ff eprs ve e et it b

deceased,

and gave his fefor is courtry.”

Sergeant Jacobs, 22, Dies In Air Crash,
First Raritan World War Il Casualty
tan Valley News: Iy 8" 1343
Staf Sargaant altr acobs, 2, o 2 oad Avenue askiled

A
informingthem that their san had dedin s plane sccicent,

e, who enteres serice September 3, 1922, 1S one of o broth

g sops

sk,
Walter was 2t qurner and was anhusaste st his vk His

15,

e il st oo draed ot
efore going nto servicathe Jacobs yoLth was employed st Johrs:
il e it e T ey

S 1 A A S & e o A
15 years ago fram Wimber,Pa.
Military Funeral For Sergeant Jacobs

Raritan Valley News- July 15" 1943

World W, WaRter Jacobs, 22-year o tal qunrer, was iled July 3%

Wembrs of the Americsn Legian src Rantan Valey Past 200 formes an harar

antaps was sounca

The Legion conduce servicas a the Sergasnt’s lte home, 2 Raliroad
varise Sundsy Night, Therairs, M. Weicsin sang There s No Death” and rs,
Isabell Gaburo sang "Seep Sokdersoy.”

World War Il

Alfonse Matteis

20 First Ave.

World War Il

Joseph Moretti

7 Doughty St.

World War Il

Reverend Koskamp

62 East Somerset St.

Marine Sergeant Killed on Okinawa
Somerset Messenger Gazefte - April 26", 1945

RARITAN - Staff Sergeant Alfonse Matteis, 22, U.S.
Marine Corps, was killed in action on Okinawa April 157, his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Matteis Sr., 20 First Avenue, were
informed
serving with the 414" Squadron. He was in charge ofrepair work
on Corsair aircraft.

Sergeant Matteis entered the service August 1942,
taking his preliminary training at Cherry Point, North Carolina.
2 by the Calco Chemical Di

plant, Bound Brook.

Abrother, Staff Sergeant Rocco Matteis, is with the
Army Air Forces in Texas. He returned to the states in January
after completing 35 missions n the European Theater. Rocco
holds the Al Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, a Presidential
Unit Citation and the Good Conduct Medal.

Also surviving are two sisters, Marie Fidacaro of Bound
Brook and Miss Theresa Matteis, at home, and two other broth-
ers, Michael of Dunellen and James Jr. of Somerville.

Joseph Moretti Killed in Action
Plainfield Courier News - May 1945

Joseph Moretti 35, storekeeper first class, U.S. Navy,
hasbeen
day by his wife, the former Miss Mary Pecorari of 257 Altamont

operation, but he is known to have been operatingin the Pacific
for the last 19 months.

In civilan fife, storekeeper Moretti was employed by
the W.H. Cawley Company. Joseph was born i Raritan and a
graduate of st. Bernard's Parochial School in Raritan. He attend-
ed the Drake busmess s:houl in Plainfield. He was a member of
the Lincoln Hose Com

ntering the service in March 1942, Storekeeper

Morettireceived recruit raining at Newport, Rhode Istand. In
June of that year he was assigned to a destroyer. During nine
months of service aboard his ship in the Atantic Theatre he took
partin the invasion of Africa.

and Mirs. Michael Moretti, 115 5. Bridge Street, Somerville, two
sisters Lucille and Xwx, both at home, and one brother, Gene
‘wiho iswith the army in Europe.

Chaplain Koskamp Killed Overseas; Twice Captured

Soldiers Bring Home Details of Raritan
Minister's Experiences in Prison, his death
Somerset Messenger Gazeite- May 311945

RARIT&N~ Captain Roland Keskarp, pastor of the Thir Fefomed

<raops afte he ha Been freed from & prizcn camp,

chigan B0t the frst

Iy sar

hasrd theraws.

Captan Koskamp had ben swarced the Brenze starTor meriorious

1544 nFrance, Belgum, Luxambourg, and Germary.

S Bt
el ey i e it o ot

Wil recupersting In the hospital talked with an offcerwhs had
138P0W

30 Amerkcan Officers-one was Chaplai Koskamp,

i mirister "

A atve o Wisoansin, Chaoian Koskamp gradated from Hope Gallegs
{0 Hollans, Michigan, anclreceived s bachelors o dvity cagresfrom Western

n August 1940, The church has been craped i mourming or a 30-clay period

World War Il

Peter Obzanski

4 Colfax St.

World War Il

Frank Passarello

52 Second Ave.

World War Il

Michael Mazepa

70 LaGrange St.

Hlness is Fatal For

Raritan Man in New Guinea
Peter Obzansli Dies in Army Base Hospital, Overseas 18 Months
Somerset Messenger Gazette - July 1944

RARITAN - M andIvrs. Pater Obzanski of 4 Colfax Street
wer informed by telegram from the War Department ast Thursday
Right that their son, Corporal Peter ObzanskiJr, died July 10" in anArmy.
hospitalin New Guines sfter anllness of several weeks.

hat the solcker was 1 was known to his family, for In hs ast
letter home, written June 13", Corpordl Gbzanski seid thathe was enter-
Ing 2 hospital for treatment for anervous condition. He was 25 and had

1942
Afew days after the notification of Peter's death, the farnily
received several souvenirs belonging to their son i addition t his watch
and walle from a buddy
rporal Obzarski entered service InMarch 1941, Prior to
thattime he had been a member of the National Guard of New Jersey.
chool Pl

s
I the Caleo Chemical Divsion plant;
s brother, Paul Obzancki served 3 months in the Nawy In

1902,
ents and his brother Is ane sister, Miss Mary Obzanski athorme,

Passarello Killed By Japs
Raritan Valley News - May 1945

Priate Frank Passarell has diec of weunds Al 150,

ey
st il e ks Sk e

stances pemittes, on Apri 1 the day before the ocal 51 dkd, EriePyle famous
Yt anth et biby s
s

ke it hiratrn e Paparele s et

1807,

ehthey-
plonship for enisectmen atFortJcksan, South Ceraling, ther first pos. The

Of 1968 he was sent to Hawll and 55l particpated nthe naston of Guam
His next taste o batle camett

f3lat Layta sod Ormocin the hilfppies,
I ciilan e, Frank worke t the Bound Brook CanningFactory. Ha s
the son ofthelate Chrstogher Passarelc Besces his mther androther, P, e

, co

o halfSEters, s, Angeling Russa of Scmenvile and Wisry R o hema,
‘Amassforthe late hero il e offered 2120 AM Saturday in S, An's
Church by Fev. Ameceo Russo;

Raritan Marine Listed as Missing

Somerset Messenger Gazette - May 1944

RARITAN — M, andl Vi, Kasmer Mazap of 48 LaGrarge
Street have been notified by the Nayy Department that M. Mazepa's
brother, Corpord Michael Mazeps, 19, of the Marine Corps, has beer
reported missing in acion, Corporal Mazepa s a top turret gunrier cna B
24 Liberator Bomber.

Aletter followed the tslegrem, the Mazepas repert,stating
thaton May 5" the Liberator on which Mazepa was a trew member
failed to returnfrom amission n the Southwest Pacific

“The missingaimman has been In service bio years, and went
overseas sixmonths ago.

i i s B o ¢ s
o s m ...; &

World War Il

Jerry Ottavianno

19 Anderson St.

World War Il

Peter Petras

26 Codington St.

World War I

Alfred Zanoni

62 W. Somerset St.

Infantry Private Dies of Wounds

‘Somerset Messenger Gazette- June 1945

RARITAN - Private Jerryonamanno US. Army, died of
Islan

hiswife, Mrs. Mary Ottavianno 2119 Anderson Street, has been

notified by the War Department. The soldier, an infantryman,

‘was the son of Mrs. Mary Angelo Ottavianno, 212 West Summit

Street, Somerville, and the late John Ottavianno.

The 27-year-old private was prwinusty wounded in the

ber, 1943, Besides hismother and widow e enves one brother,
,and sicsistrs,
Lucy, Elizabeth, He jinia, all of Som-

enville

Petras Killed in Germany
Raritan Valley News - May 1945

Sergeant Peter Patras wes killed in actien In Germany My
20th, & War Department telegrarm Informed his parents, Mr. and s,

while s, Petras wasvisting her sistar who fves next door. The solcier’s
mother tosk the tregie news very hard and her siter tried to comfort
ber.

K b o w3
25" ined atF
e hetias e ke B e i i Bogceer

He salledfor
England saon after and thera encountered another local scidler Anthory
sz of 20 Gaston Avene,

A highmess of Reauien was offered for the slin herovester-
ey In'St. Joseph's Churchwith the Rev. Joseph Olsousky officiting.

Besides his parents, Sergeant Petras 1 survived by two ssters
s, Pauline Yenik, andMiss Dorothy Petras of 26 Codington Street and
abrother Stephen, who 1518, sristed I the Air Corps Reserve some
time ago and expects to be caled for duty shorty.

 Petras was a graduate of St Joseph's Parochial School

and amember of the Holy Name Sogety of St. Joseph's Church, H

BowlingLeague.

Parents Believe Combat Veteran Lost While Passenger in Transport

Somerset Messenger Gazette- April 1371944
RARITARI~ . anel Mrs. Louis Zaroni o €2 West Semerset Steet ast

e Zanon of the Army Al Farces, s bean missing since March 201n the south
st Padhe. Hels  plot of 3 £.25 Mitchell medium bormber

New Zosland, “where ha folksare veryfrierdlyto us Americans and whare we

Uautenart Zanoni's squsdon was bsed an the soomors andhad
His

E
t0thatisa. & spanesa anrarersft ina ore tough the bora bay of s plane

there
S s e i
Was lmost tom oase fram the uselage and wic reach to oro

Was commisioned 5 second leutenant nthe ROTC,
Lieutenant Zanoni Reported Dead
Somerset Messenger Gazette- May 1944
s,

e son . ancl

‘tase sterspancinga 30 lay rest lesve in New Zealand,

SR G U i i i Rt
Iearned from unofflal sources that he had been awarcid the Al

World War Il

Joseph Spatt

52 Gaston Ave.

World War Il

Rocco Scarponi

39 Frelinghuysen Ave.

Korean War

William Horensky

22 Colfax St.

Raritan Soldier Killed in Italy
Somerset Messenger Gazette - 1944

Sl 12l i
missingin action i Italy since September 25, is now lsted as
dent, pocoreing 5 Wor Department isseas Hs perents M
and Mrs. Frank Spatt of 52 Gaston Avenue have received.

He served with the 350" Infantry Division in Lieutenant
General Mark Clark's Fifth Army. Private Spatt had entered
Rome on June 2" the day of his 19" birthday.

He wasinducted September 9%, 1943. After Infantry
training at Fort McClellan, Alabama, he went overseas on Febru-
ary17".

A hrnther George Spatt, a torpedo man n the Navy,
has been August of
attended Somervle High School.

Two Raritan Men Are Missing From Sunken Troopship
Corp. Rocco Scarponi, Corp. Rocco DeMelio Both 29,
Were Bound Overseas with Ammy Al Foree
Someret hessenger Gazete- May %, 1544

RARITANI~Twa Rartan solders, both sttache tothe Army A Forees,

‘wordrom the War Departmant totheir familles. ey are:

ot

Daniel Scarpori, 38 Frelinghuysen Avenue

Thompson stree.

tant
aboardhe shi

The st ltters acefves from botr were wridten i this courtry, on=

aprile,

rparalSe3ra0n S2rvEG Wi & fEcnaEsance ssoran. His wie s
the formerMissJean Zaiano of 12 Fist Avenue, b atendad loal schools nd

ian, and Wil RogersFeld, Oklahema. & brother, Private Themas Scarper, '
serving it the ATny Medial Corps i Aurals

Raritan Soldier Formerly Missing,
Reported Killed
William Horensky was Serving in Korea with

Infantry Division
Somerset Messenger Gozette -1953

perents, i, andirs.

Atelogram received by the youth's parents October 2% reported
Privace Horansky hod been mssingsince September 169,

Privite Horenskywas san t Koreain Misy with Company G 369

T-2one Hil b

toleave i afew daysfora restares.

Agraduste o Scmervile High Sthaal Privats Harensy antarsd the

American Cysnamid Compan, Ercgamter Towns.

o,

Apourngersan,




